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satisfactory form In 1877. Keil of the Gartenlaube
wished to publish a large portrait of the Chancellor,
and I was to supply the text. 1 therefore applied
direct to the Prince in a letter, in the course of which I
said : " It is not to be a biography, but only one side of
your Serene Highness's life and character, treated in a
bright sketchy style. I have asked for time to consider
the proposal, and was at first Indisposed to undertake
the work. But then the following considerations oc-
curred to me. The Gartenlaube has at present 300,000
subscribers, and therefore at least a million and a half
of readers; and if your Serene Highness should have
any idea which you might think it desirable to launch
into the world, or anything in the past which you
might wish to recall to memory, this periodical would
serve as a capital hoarding for purposes of advertise-
ment, particularly as it Is not a daily paper, but remains
for permanent reference. And then there was another
point which seemed to me worthy of consideration,
namely, that if I declined the proposal, Herr Keil would
probably Instruct some one else to prepare the article
who might be less devoted to your Serene Highness.
Finally, to meet the wishes of the publisher of the
Gartenlaube in this respect would confirm the good
sentiments which he now entertains, and enable me to
gain Influence with him for future contingencies.

" If these considerations meet with your Serene
Highness's approval, I may, perhaps, hope that you will
have a hint conveyed to me as to the treatment of the
subject, and at the same time assist me with some
materials for my work.                . .

" I did not wish to apply to your Serene Highness
before, as I took it for granted that It would be only in
Varzin, If anywhere, that you would have leisure to